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The Fishery and CVA 


Columbia River fishing interests are 
being besieged by both the proponents 
and opponents of the proposed Columbia 
Valley Administration measure for their 
support. Despite these pleas the bulk 
of the concerns engaged in processing 
the river’s production of salmon have 
refused to align themselves on either 
side. 

These interests have been fighting 
for many years to preserve the Colum- 
bia River salmon resource from the 
threat of decimation as the result of 
the erection of high multiple purpose 
dams across the main threads of the 
Columbia and Snake Rivers as part of 
the general Columbia River develop- 
ment program. This has been their sole 
interest. They have not engaged in or 
participated in political fights or maneu- 
vers relative to the Columbia River 
project. They have not been concerned 
with WHO was going to do the job. 
Their sole concern has been with the 
things that were to be done, inasmuch 
as they might affect the continued 
existence of the salmon resource. 

Neither the current program of the 
Army Engineer-Reclamation group now 
in charge of the development work, nor 
the wording of the CVA proposal give 
any definite assurance of the considera- 
tion for the salmon resource which the 
industry believes it deserves. Under 
these circumstances, if the industry 
should come out on either side of this 
controversy, it would be a purely politi- 
cal venture, and, it is determined to 
keep clear of any such entanglements. 

We have been fighting to preserve a 
valuable natural resource that has been 
one of the principal economic stays of 
this area for almost a century; a re- 
source that produces annually some 
39,000,000 pounds of protein food. 
Protein food is the most sought after 
commodity in the world today and 
economists predict this shortage will 
increase rather than decrease as the 
years go by. 

Once this resource has been de- 
stroyed it is gone forever. When the old 
Oregon territory was established by the 
United States one of the provisions of 
the Act was that no dams should be 
constructed across streams in which 
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salmon ran. The people that wrote this 
act had seen the salmon runs of the 
northeastern United States completely 
destroyed by man made works. They 
did not want to see the same mistake 
repeated in the West. Today, after 
almost a century, dams are being blasted 
out of these northeastern rivers and 
streams cleared in an effort to bring 
about some degree of restoration of the 
salmon resource. The most optimistic 
admit that if it can be done it will be 
many generations before any appreciable 
results will be achieved. 

Our problem is to halt this senselsss 
destruction before it has been carried 
too far. We know that the reasonable 
power and reclamation needs of this 
area can be achieved without destroying 
this great natural resource. We _ will 
continue to fight for a program of de- 
velopment that will spare this resource. 
We are not concerned as to what agency 
or agencies will be designated to carry 
out these projects. We want no part in 
political fights or arguments. 

Our only concern is to SAVE THE 
SALMON. 





Brannan Plan 


Developments in relation to Congres- 
sional action on the Brannan agricultural 
plan which have taken place since our 
comment on the damaging effect the 
passage of such legislation would have 
on the fishing industry, indicate that 
many Congressmen are awakening to 
realization of the fact that the govern- 
ment cannot tinker with this type of 
producer support for some types of 
farm products without eventually ex- 
tending the same program to every type 
of food production. 

Realizing growing opposition to the 
movement an effort is being made to get 
a “tryout” program covering only three 
commodities through the Congress. The 
generally accepted idea that hogs would 
be included in this tryout plan is a 
direct threat to the fishing industry. 
Hogs constitute a large proportion of 
the meat marketed in this country. If 
the price of pork is driven down, and it 
is undoubtedly planned to rally con- 
sumer support to the Brannan program 


by showing a consumer price drop. 
Other meats and fish will undoubtedly 
follow and the fishing industry which 
pays or pledges its costs far in advance 
of marketing time will suffer. 

Some alert farm groups who were 
at first in favor of the plan are reported 
now to have either definitely turned 
against it, have demanded further time 
for study. While many agriculturists 
like the idea of guaranteed farm incomes 
some have the foresight to see that in 
the end such a program and its inevitable 
ramifications might lead to the com- 
plete collapse of our entire economy. 





COVER PAGE 


Our cover depicts an interesting type found 
among the fisher folk who live at the mouth 
of the Columbia River. While perhaps not 
typical of the fishing population as a whole 
neither specimen exhibited in the picture 
would be termed unusual. The best chance 
to catch a fish, like the one pictured, is 
during the annual Astoria Salmon Derby. 
Details of the derby story including dates, 
etc., are given on Page 4 of this issue. 





ALBACORE TUNA FISHING SEASON STARTS 


Early Receipts Light. 
Puget Sound Fishing 
Started on July 25 


Columbia River fishermen dropped their 
nets in the river August 12 after a 20-day 
strike. Their action followed an offer by 
CRPA increasing Chinook salmon prices 
1s cent a pound for the spring season 
together with a promise that some increases 
would be made for fish caught during this 


season at the time of settlement. 


Albacore, the white meated member 
of the tuna family, appeared off the 
Pacific Northwest coast, as usual, late 
in July. The fish were a considerable 
distance off shore. During the first week 
or ten days of fishing most of the 
catches were being made about 80 miles 
out and off Destruction Island some 
distance north of the Columbia River. 
Last year’s catches were very light in 
this area. Production for the a week 
was far behind that of 1948 to the same 
date, but comparable to that for the 
same period in 1947, and far ahead of 
catches to the same date in 1946. 

Tuna appeared to be plentiful but the 
distance from shore has prevented the 
considerable fleet of small boats which 
operates in this area from reaching the 
best fishing grounds. The catches of 


one of the top 
Columbia River gillnetters delivers his 


catch of CRPA. 


Nick Bozanich (left), 





TUNA CLEANING 





CRPA workers cleaning tuna brought from Central American waters at the company’s 
Astoria plant. The cleaned white loins are piled on trays (right foreground) or placed 
on belts which move them to the packing room. The tuna is precooked before cleaning 
and then cooked again after being placed in the can. These fish will come to your table 


as BUMBLE BEE Light Meat Solid Pack canned tuna. 


the larger boats were increasing as the 
month ended. There were also reports 
of tuna within 40 miles of shore off the 
north end of Vancouver, Island. Shark 
fishermen operating in this vicinity 
were said to be taking from 40 to 50 
tuna with each set of their shark nets. 
River Strike 

Columbia River salmon production 
was practically nil following the re- 
oe ning of the summer season July 6. 
Cate Hee were scattered and light and on 
July 20 river fishermen Jiaitel on the 
basis that they had not been offered 
satisfactory minimum fish prices for 
August. Current minimum price offers 
were 20 cents per pound for Chinooks 
to August 10. Negotiations were being 


eunted but fis Gece “n were still ae 


the river as the Bumble Bee went to 
press. 

Troll fishing continued poor. There 
were little or no silvers being taken and 
Chinook catches were not large. As the 
month ended several spurts of silvers 


appeared but no steady production had 
resulted. 


Puget Sound 


The Puget Sound fishing season 
opened on July 19 but no fishing 
operations began until July 25 when 
fishermen who had refused to accept 
price offers, reconsidered their decision 
and went out. Early returns were not 
heavy but by the end of the week fish 
were moving steadily into the canneries. 
There was an early showing of a few 
pinks but the bulk of the early catches 
as expected were sockeyes, for which 
fishermen were being paid 20 cents a 
pound. CRPA’s operations on the Sound 
are concentrated at the company’s can- 
nery at Bellingham, Washington. 

CRPA’s crab packing operations halted 
on July 5. Production for the year was 
two thirds of 1948 pack when some 
34.000 cases were canned. The entire 
pack of this item moved readily into the 
market and no further supplies will be 
available until next spring. 
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Big Salmon Derby 
Attracts Anglers 
To Columbia River 


Thousands of visitors come to As- 
toria, Oregon, CRPA’s home city, each 
year to participate in the big Salmon 


Derby staged by the Astoria Chamber 
of Goniierce: During the seven-day 
period of the derby it is estimated that 
between 15,000 and 20,000 big salmon 
are taken by the hordes of enthusiastic 
anglers. 

Derby dates this year are August 30 
to September 5 inclusive. The erand 
prize for the biggest salmon faked by 
registered derby entrants will be $1,000. 
In addition daily prizes amounting to 
$200 each day are passed out. 

Boats and competent operators are 
available and may be reserved by writ- 
ing to the Astoria Chamber of Com- 
merce. The usual charge is $10 a day 
per person for a group of four persons 
per boat. Facilities for canning, icing 
and shipping sport caught salmon are 
available. 

Most of the derby fishing is done in 


the wide Columbia River estuary off 
the Astoria waterfront. Trolling with 


spoons or plugs is the accepted method. 
No great experience is necessary and 
some of the derby prizes have been won 
by youngsters and adults who have had 
little previous fishing training. 

While the derby itself is Gonuned to 
the dates indicated sports fishing is 
generally excellent from August 27 to 
September 9, During this period there 
is no commercial gear in the river and 
the sportsmen have it all to themselves. 

A number of CRPA customers, deal- 
ers, and friends in the trade are making 
a practice of visiting this section of the 
country during the “derby period. They 
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Located on the Astoria waterfront this station attracts hordes of spectators when the 


boats come in. 


Tension is evident here in the closing days as each big fish comes in 


and a fraction of an ounce may determine a winner. 





are always welcome to call at our head 
office and visit and inspect our process- 
ing plants 

As a general rule visitors to this area 
during the derby period should take the 
precaution of making reservations well 
in advance. Accommodations are ex- 
tensive in the beach resort towns sur- 
rounding Astoria but they are usually 
taxed to capacity during this period. 


Arrangements for accommodations of 
the type desired can be made by writing 
to the Astoria Chamber of Commerce. 

Here is an excellent opportunity to 
enjoy splendid salmon fishing and at the 
same time visit some of the famed 
Northwest Pacific beach resorts and en- 
joy the magnificent scenery of the ocean 
highways which run north and south 
oe this city. 





COLUMBIA RIVER SPORT FISHING—GAFFING 





A BIG SALMON 





Oregon State Highway Commission Photo 


BRISTOL BAY PACK SMALLEST IN MANY YEARS 


Total Returns Worst 
In Many Years. Far 
Below Expectations 


Salmon production this year on Bris- 
tol Bay where CRPA’s principal Alaska 
operations are centered was only a frac- 
tion of that of 1948. The total pack was 
556,000 cases as compared with approxi- 
mately 1,300,000 cases in 1948, and 
1,400,000 in 1947. Total returns for 
the season were the worst since 1930 
considering the scope of this year’s 
operation. Bay packs were short in 1940 
and again in 1942 but in those years 
only a small amount of gear was in 
the water. 

While statisticians, who keep a care- 
ful watch on the trend of salmon runs in 
that area, had not predicted a good 
season, the final results were far below 
the most pessimistic expectations. In 
order to insure a fair escapement of 
salmon the Fish & Wild Life Service 
which regulates Alaska fishing opera- 
tions shut down the Nushagak area on 
July 16 just 21 days after the start of 
the season. Naknek area operations were 
shut down on July 22 for the same rea- 
son. Ordinarily fishing operations in 
both areas would have ended July 24. 

CRPA’s remaining Alaska operation 
will not start until August 23 when its 
straps in the Excursion Inlet area of 
Southeastern Alaska will begin fishing 
for an extremely limited 12-day season. 
The company will conduct this opera- 








Cans of salmon in iron trays are shown at 
the entrance of one of a battery of big steam 
retorts in which the salmon is cooked. 
Each retort will hold about 10.000 cans. 
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Fish elevator at CRPA’s Naknek cannery on Bristol Bay. Alaska red salmon in scow 


below are swept into ladder apron by hydraulic action. The elevator will lift approxi- 
mately 50,000 fish per hour into the cannery. 





tion jointly with the Todd Packing Co. 
The principal production expected will 
be pink salmon. 

CRPA’s Nushagak fishermen arrived 
home by plane on July 22 and_the 
fishermen and cannery staff from Nak- 
nek was expected home before the end 


of the month. Nick Bez, CRPA board 
chairman, who spent most of the season 
on the Bay returned home immediately 
following the close of the fishing opera- 
tions. Ralph Hendrickson, Naknek super- 
intendent is expected to return early 
in August. 
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NEW MACHINE SPEEDS TUNA PACKING FOR CRPA 





Above: This machine molds the tuna loins 
into a firm roll exactly can size. 


2000 
* es 


CARRS 


Above: Firm tuna loins cleaned by white- 





clad workers move toward machine feeder, 
right foreground. 


Left: Cans come from loft (A) with opening 
toward machine. Guillotine (B) cuts roll 
can depth and inserts portion in can. 


Below right: Cans coming out of closing 
Below left: Filled cans leave machine and machine onto trays. Stacked trays are 


pass check on fill and weight. moved to retorts for cook. 


Bien genannnnenicerassnentiananiicinemsensoconiin: 





CRPA was first to install the Carruthers Pak-Kol-Lector tuna packing machine the operation of 
which is pictured above. This high speed machine produces a splendid pack of consistent uniformity 
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CRPA SHIP SAILS FOR JAPANESE TUNA 


Reefer Tinian Sails 
On Long Voyage to 
Far Eastern Ports 


In accordance with its program of 
going anywhere for production where 
raw material can be obtained on a 
sound economical basis and transported 
to its plants for canning, CRPA on 
July 22 dispatched its refrigerator motor 
vessel Tinian to Kobe and _ various 
Japanese points, to pick up a capacity 
load of frozen albacore tuna. The vessel 
is expected to return in about two and a 
half months with approximately 1,200 
tons of frozen albacore which will be 
processed at the company’s Astoria 
plant. The ship is expected to reach 
here about the time that Northwest 
coast albacore fishing closes down and 
to extend canning operations on this 
tuna for an additional six weeks. 

The shipment will signalize the re- 
sumption of major imports of frozen 
tuna from Japan which was carried on 
in a large scale prior to World War Il. = 
During that period practically all of © #& as — — 
these importations were processed in CRPA’s refrigerator mothership Tinian left for Japan, July 22. She will pick up a cargo 
California. of frozen albacore tuna for her return trip. 











While the Tinian is on her way to the 
Far East her sister ship the Saipan is CRPA AT NEWPORT. OREGON 
gathering a cargo of yellowfin in South £ 
American waters. By using these im- ’ \ i 
portations to supplement local produc- 
tion CRPA will substantially increase the 
use of its large facilities for canning. 
The result will be a substantial increase 
in cannery payrolls and the supply of 


BUMBLE BEE white mat tuna. 








CRPA shipyard employes were ready- 
ing bait tanks for the tuna fleet as the 
month ended. Installation of tanks was 
not expected to take place until late in 
August. Several boats, however, have 
their tanks aboard although they are 
jig fishing. 

Some 25 craft were hauled out for 
general repairs and maintenance work 
during the month. Included were the 
Nancy Lynn, Dorene, Argo, and Blue . = : 
Fin. Repairs were made on a barge for Seagoing trollers tied up at CRPA’s docks at Newport with the Yaquina Bay highway 
the Barbey Packing Go: _ bridge in the background. 
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Uncertainty was descriptive of the 
Pacific Coast salmon situation as this 
issue of the Bumble Bee went to press. 
About the only thing that did appear to 
be definitely established was that all 
major items would be in short supply 
as the year ends. 

The Alaska Red pack was definitely 
far down without any hope of revival. 
The Bristol Bay fishery was a failure 
with only 40 per cent of the 1948 
production. The entire Alaska Red pack 
up to the close of July was only 681,636 
cases as compared to 1,303,490 in 1948. 
The situation was further confused by 
the fact that major operators had not as 
yet indicated any opening prices on Reds. 

Early operations in southeastern 
Alaska indicated an improvement in the 
pink runs over the very low catches in 
1948. Arrival of pinks early in that 
area resulted in action by the Fish & 
Wild Life Service in opening the season 
earlier than at first ordered. However, 
at press time operations had not ad- 
vanced to a point where any definite 
pack figures could be given. 


The Puget Sound opening was de- 





COLORADO VISITORS 


(OAH SURE TER ae en mae eEE 





BAS 


F. E. Kirby, credit manager for the Morey 
Mercantile Co. at Pueblo, Colorado, and 
family visited CRPA’s Astoria cannery in 
July. Mr. Kirby particularly admired the 
cleanliness and insistence on quality and 


freshness in our processing operations. 
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FROZEN TUNA FISH 





Frozen tuna taken from CRPA’s big cold storage plant are being loaded on the power 


barge Golden Age for transfer to the company’s cannery. These fish will be thawed in 


steel tanks and will go immediately to the butchering tables and the precookers. 





layed a week by a fishermen’s strike. 
The sockeye take, only fair after fishing 
did start, was interrupted by an addi- 
tional closure to even up the take of 
Canadian fishermen. The Sound pink 
situation has not developed. The pre- 
dictions are for a sizable pink pack in 
that area but the fish have not as yet 
arrived in sufficient quantities to enable 
operators to draw any definite con- 
clusions. 


The Columbia River was closed by a 


fishermen’s strike from July 19-to Aug. 


ust 12, and when fishing was resume 
the catch proved very disappointing 
with returns for the first week about 
one half of the take during the same 
period in 1948. 

Under the circumstances only the 
most general conclusions can be drawn. 
Reds will be in definitely short supply 
far below stocks available in previous 
years. The pink salmon production is 
uncertain but all indications are to the 
effect that it cannot be more than what 
might be termed normal even if good 
catches continue in southeastern Alaska 
and Puget Sound production meets ex- 


pectations. Columbia River Chinook pro- 
duction appears to be definitely off and 
unusually heavy catches will have to be 
made before the close of the summer 
season on August 26 to attain even 
fair seasonal results. 

Northwest albacore catches were ex- 
tremely spotty with total to date, con- 
siderably below 1948 figures. Fish were 
present off the coast but were far out 
and the small boat fleet which usually 
jigs a major portion of the season’s 
totals could not reach them. At press 
time the albacore schools were moving 
further south but not showing any 
particular tendency to move inshore. 
Some bait boats were making good 
catches but the majority were having 
more bad trips than good. 

The entire picture is expected to firm 
within the next two weeks. Within that 
period the southeastern Alaska and 
Puget Sound pink supplies should be at 
a point where definite production esti- 
mates will be possible. The Columbia 
River situation will definitely be clarified 
and uncertainties as to opening prices 
for Red salmon should be resolved. 


9/70. 


